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One Hundred New Faces or So: 
2004 Summer Starters Move In 
By Mike Murphy 
he Cook Quadrangle has been 
a sleepy place since last 
month's Senior Day reception. 
It just woke up. 
Last week, Michigan Law's summer 
starters for the 2004-2005 academic year 
began classes. Some students will use the 
head start to take a reduced classload or 
to take time off; many will graduate in 
the Fall of 2006. 
"We've had 97 deposits," said Sara 
Zearfoss, Assistant Dean of Admissions. 
"We usually have a few no shows, but 
that's close to the number." 
"It's great to see so many students who 
just can't wait to begin their law studies 
rather than spending every last moment 
on the more traditional summer activities 
of suntanning and playing frisbee," said 
Dean and Professor of Law Evan 
Caminker. 
" The good news is, the Quad <:furs 
you·all the opportunity to do all three at 
thesame time," he said. 
This year's summer starters are taking 
Contracts with Professor Omri-Ben 
Shahar, Torts with Professor Sherman 
Clark, and Legal Practice With Professor 
Philip Frost, Professor Grace Tonner and 
Professor Laurence D. Connor. 
The 97 summer starters come from 64 
different colleges and 27 different states. 
A significant number of students in this 
class will be "non-traditional." Zearfoss 
said that 14% of summer starters will be 
coming to law school from a first career­
not just a few years of work outside of 
law school. 
A former summer starter herself, 
Zearfoss said she shies away from 
admitting students straight from 
undergraduate degrees in May to law 
school in June. "It can be hard to go five 
semesters in a row," she said. "We don't 
want to do that to anybody unless they 
really want to." 
A fact Zearfoss is especially proud of 
is that 12% of the entering summer starter 
class have one or both parents with high 
school or less education. "That statistic 
shows socioeconomic diversity," Zearfoss 
said. "We can't track which students came 
from more or less wealthy families, but 
that parental education is a nice proxy." 
One place the summer starters will not 
be living is the Lawyer's Club- the dorms 
that make up half of the Law Quad. 
Zearfoss had an easy explanation for why 
the Lawyer's Club is closed. 
"No air con�g," Zearfoss said. 
"No way." "V" 
2004 Summer Starers 
By the Numbers 
14% 
come to law school from first 
careers 
14% 
have a Master's Degree or 
Ph.D. 
12% 
have one or both parents with 






4% are Native American 
6% are African American 
58% are Caucasian 
9% are Hispanic 
9% are Asian American 
2% are non-citizens/ 
international students 
11% chose not to identify 
their race 
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The Importance of 
Proper Footwear 
By Mike Murphy 
W 
elcome summer starters! 
You're going to realize, 
. pretty soon, that you're 
learning a lot more information than you 
thought possible in a lot less time than 
you think reasonable. Which is fine. But 
before your minds get clouded with the 
2"d Restatement of Torts, the Uniform 
Commercial Code, the Model Penal 
Code, and all things three- and-four syl­
labic, get out your highlighters and 
swipe this next sentence back-and-forth. 
Never, never dance in sandals. Not on 
the beach, not in the street, and certainly 
not at Club Necto on Liberty Street. 
I'm writing you this message on my 
couch, in my apartment on an SO-degree 
day where the sun has broken through 
the clouds for the first time in two weeks. 
I'd love to go outside and play, but I can't 
walk for another two weeks (at least), 
since my freaking foot is freaking bro­
ken. Last week at Necto' s "Retro Night," 
somewhere in the middle of "Smooth 
Criminal," I was wearing Tevas (lawsuit 
pending) on the dance floor when I 
stepped far beyond my meager dancing 
ability to execute The Most Amazing 
Dance Move Ever. A dance move so 
damn funky, my own body could hardly 
bear the weight of its funkiness. A dance 
move that shook the heavens, made the 
Gods take notice, and snapped the fifth 
metatarsal of my right foot like a twig. 
I know this screams "alcohol related 
injury." !swear, I had two drinks. Two. 
I'm a law student. For many of us, two 
drinks gets us through the morning. 
My friends, however, were wasted and 
therefore ignorant or unsympathetic to 
my limited ability to walk. Peer pressure 
being what it is, I limped around for at 
least a mile, like a champion (or an idiot) 
before finally getting home. The next 
morning my summer changed drasti-
cally. I was ordered off of my feet and onto 
crutches for at least 4 weeks. I took the 
news surprisingly well, reacting not un­
like a 13-year-old girl who found out that 
the John Mayer concert is, in fact, sold out. 
I yelled "it's not fair!" and stormed- okay, 
crutched- to my room to pout. If my re­
action to the Detroit Red Wings playoff 
performance this year and to my first se­
mester grades is any indication, I think 
this really is how I handle adverse situa­
tions. I should probably work on that. 
W hat does this have to do with law 
school? Perspective. As I told my friends, 
who were burned out from finals, I'd hap­
pily walk- skip, even- to six exams, right 
now. Pick the subjects: Restitution &Un­
just Enrichment? Let's do it. Comparative 
Human Rights Law? Bring it. 
My point is, you might find some things 
dizzying and over your head - and you 
guys have Contracts this summer, which 
most students find, urn, dizzying and over 
their heads. But we're here for you. The 
Res Gestae will tell you what happened, 
what's happening, and what should hap­
pen at Michigan Law. This issue is a taste 
of what you'll find; visit our web site with 
the snappy, easy to remember URL of 
www.law.umich.edu/joumalsandorgs/rg 
for more tasting. We need writers, editors, 
business managers, artists and photogra­
phers; I need someone to carry my stuff 
since I'm on stupid crutches. E-mail 
rg@urnich.edu if you want to be involved 
-we're friendly! 
You're smart kids, you're in a great 
place, and the summer is just starting. Tear 
it up. And as long as you wear proper foot­
wear, keep dancing. Life's good. 
Mike Murphy will be a second-year student 
at Michigan law in the fall. E-mail Mike at 
murphym@umich.edu. 
• 
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Welcome to the Gang! 
By Matt Nolan 
ongratulations, and welcome 
to the University of Michigan 
Law School. Some of you are 
here because Michigan was the best 
school for you, and others because it was 
cheaper than other schools. I assure you 
that you've made the right choice and 
won't regret it. 
A lot of what you'll experience this 
year will be similar to what your peers at 
other "Top 10" law schools go through. 
You'll study more than you've ever stud­
ied before in your life, and more than you 
thought was humanly possible. You'll 
freak out more than you've ever freaked 
out before your first finals. You'll stress 
about the grade curve. You'll have a 
moment (or many) between one and two 
months in where you wonder if you've 
actually learned anything. You'll worry 
that you're not taking notes the right way. 
You'll be convinced that everyone else is 
studying more or better than you. 
The upside, however, is that all of 
you are thinking the same things. Every­
one stresses about the first year of law 
school, because, well, it's important! You 
will study more than before, but you'll 
likely enjoy studying more than ever be­
fore, - because the world will make 
sense in ways it never could before you 
studied the law. Your finals will be in­
timidating, but then they'll be over, and 
you'll still be alive. And while the grade 
curve is intimidating at first, remember 
that Michigan's curve centers around a 
3.2ish, whereas the Detroit College of Law 
in East Lansing centers around a 2.7. The 
fact that Michigan is a top 10 school al­
ready guarantees you grades better than 
the vast majority of law students in the 
country. You will all get good jobs if you 
look for them and interview well. There 
is no right or wrong way to study - and 
if you were a person who studied Jess in 
undergrad, that strategy may be the same 
for you here, so don't worry about it! 
The biggest misconception that in­
corning law students have is the notion 
that, ''I'm in law school now, so I have to 
start acting more seriously and focusing 
on work more." That's certainly true, but 
don't change who you are, if you love 
watching football, don't give it up. If you 
Jove reading novels on the side, keep 
reading them! Do not exclude all things 
fun in your life (or your former life) in 
order to study the extra hour per day; 
you'll kill yourself and miss out on a Jot 
of fun in the process. 
You are lucky as hell to be at the 
University of Michigan, where students 
take our" downtime" extremely seriously. 
Really, from talking to students at other 
Jaw schools, Michigan students tend to 
keep our heads on straight and put law 
school in perspective better than most. 
With this intro, I offer the following eight 
tips for Jaw school at Michigan: 
1. Study hard. Be prepared for class. 
But don't be the guy who never does any-· 
thing else. 
2. Order football tickets. Even if you 
HATE football, the experience of walk­
ing to and going to a Michigan football 
game is a social experience that you get 
nowhere else. You will have interviews 
where Michigan football comes up, and 
to be conversant in this local religion is 
highly recommended. Plus, we're usu­
ally pretty sweet, and this year's team I'm 
especially optimistic about. 
3. If you think you've read something 
well enough and feel prepared, you prob­
ably are. Relax. 
4. Get to know your classmates. Get 
to know your classmates. Get to know 
your classmates. In addition to being the 
very small subset of the populace who 
understand what it is you're going 
through, Michigan students are also ex­
tremely fascinating and fun on the whole. 
These are the people you'll be calling to 
refer work to and stop in for lunches with 
on business trips someday. 
5 . . Go to bar nights. The Law School 
Student Senate (LSSS) sponsors law 
school bar nights, which are generally a 
blast and a great way to let loose with fel­
low law students. I also highly recom­
mend the law school bowling league. 
6. Michigan is known for its collegial 
relationships. If you're having trouble 
with something, ask a classmate or a pro­
fessor! The great thing about our law 
school is that high prospects of good jobs 
for most means less competition, which 
means we can all help each other with­
out worrying it will bite us later. 
7. Contribute to the RG. My articles 
are proof that you don't need to be a good 
writer or journalist to write for the law 
school paper. It's also a great break from 
reading cases and treatises. 
8. Order football tickets! Seriously, you 
will regret not having done so when you 
see the crowds walking down State Street 
on the first Saturday this fall. 
While the library, the Quad, and the 
faculty are all phenomenal, Michigan's 
greatest resource is its student body, of 
which you are now a part. If you have 
any questions regarding whether or not 
you'll actually live through the first year 
(or anything slightly less serious) feel free 
to email at any time. Having/needing a 
group to head to the bar with would also 
be a good reason to email. Relax, take a 
deep breath, and dive into the greatest 
three years of your life. 
Matt Nolan will be a s econd-year 
student at Michigan law in the fall, and likes 
women who . . .  well, E-mail Matt at 
mjnolan@umich.edu to find out. 
• 
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The Real Deal: Survival Tips 
from an 3L Summer Starter 
By Jessie Grodstein-Kennedy 
Greetings fellow summer starters and 
welcome to the elite club of law students 
who actually get to take the February bar 
evaluation. I myself am one such student, 
winding up this fall- or "Winter" as it is 
known to the registrar, and trust me, 
you'll see why soon enough. 
As I ap
.
proach my last semester - the 
hanging chad of my legal education- I'm 
reminded of the uniqueness of starting 
school in the summer. You will soon 
discover studying in an otherwise empty 
Reading Room, having your choice of 
tables at Starbucks or Espresso Royale, 
and sitting in Hutchins wearing shorts 
and a t-shirt are relatively rare 
experiences during the regular school 
year. But rather than foreshadow how 
different your law school lives will be 
come September, let me advise you on 
what to expect now. 
First of all, you will know your entire 
summer class, not just those in section A, 
B, C, or D, very well, dare I say intimately 
(for some of you, this may have already 
happened). I am sure that you have heard 
this already, but it is an important aspect 
of the summer starter program. As a 
group, you have free reign over the entire 
Law School, with no other sections to 
distract you from, well, each other. While 
this may be a good thing, you should also 
bear in mind that that you will rarely be 
able to escape "the gunner" or compare 
him/her I them to those in other sections. 
You may even learn to play "gunner 
bingo," or some, like me, will warily 
discover their own gunner tendencies. 
The second important advantage that 
we summer starters can enjoy is the 
opportunity to eat lunch outside 
everyday. Although you may now be 
wondering how most people -
particularly east and west coasters - can 
be so frightened of Michigan weather, 
you will soon realize that dining a! fresco 
is a relatively infrequent happening. As 
unbelievable as it may seem, the snack 
bar becomes packed with students at 
12:10 p.m. and I assure you thatits unique 
ham and eggs aroma multiples tenfold 
come September. So grab your Frisbees 
and get out there. Once the undergrads 
return, you will be scrambling for space 
and wondering whether the Quad can be 
gated to keep them out. 
As for the academic side, you may be 
wondering how you are actually 
expected to manage one more course in 
the winter term as the workload seems 
quite appropriate, dare I say heavy with 
just three classes. 
One important difference is that next 
term you have more weeks to spread out 
the work.  Professors don't have to 
squeeze several readings into a 
condensed period (although be warned, 
some still do) and can assign fewer pages 
every night. The second half of Legal 
Practice, while time-consuming, is easier 
to manage as you can skip the formalities 
of book research and jump right into Lexis 
and Westlaw. And don't get stressed 
about the people in your section who 
attempt to read Professor Clark's or 
Omri's law review articles in their spare 
time just to bone up on the subtleties of 
torts and contracts. Extra reading is 
completely unnecessary (some would 
argue that this advice applies to the 
assigned reading as well). I distinctly 
remember walking down the green­
carpeted stairs during my first week at 
school and seeing one of my classmates 
buried in a Minnesota Law Review article 
authored by our Civil Procedure 
professor. 
Don't do this. 
In fact, you may choose to avoid the 
Law Library altogether. I suggest 
exploring the computer lab on the 2nd 
floor of Hutchins - believe me, those 
empty carrels become coveted locations 
during the regular term - or spreading 
your wings and traveling off campus. Not 
only is the Law School less populated, but 
all of the coffee shops and restaurants are 
sparsely occupied as well. I would 
suggest travelling down to Sweetwater's 
at the corner of Liberty and Main Street 
or Espresso Royale on Main. 
And finally, have fun. I know that this 
summer brings with it dense legal 
subjects, unfamiliar jargon, and different 
ways of writing and taking notes. Take 
this all in, but don't forget to get yourself 
outside. Ann Arbor is a spectacular place 
to explore over the summer - with the 
arboretum in full bloom and the 
multitude of park space. In fact, as I sit in 
my office of a large New York law firm 
writing this column (using non-billable 
time of course), I find myself wishing that 
I could be there again. 
And marveling how it is that I have just 
one semester left. 
Jessie Grodstein-Kennedy will be a third­
year student at Michigan law in the fall. E­
mail Jessie at jgrodste@umich.edu. 
• 
Res Gestae 
Totally Wants You 
Questions? Comments? 
Want to write for us? 
We're here. 
rg@umich.edu 
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Settling In: 2004 Summer Starters are 
Soundly Oriented 
The 2004 summer starter class 
attended a two-day orientation on June 
1-2, participating in a mock class, a 
service day project, and tours of the 
Law School. 
Photos by Matt Nolan. 
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Spring/Fall Semester 2003 Grade Curves 
Grade Summary - Part Fall 2003 Number receiving each grade 
Conrsei 
Section 
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1. Slain nurse 
6. Angry 
9. Frills on a shirt 
14. Happen 
15. Climber 
16. Christian love 
17. Related to a chimp 
18. Prefix 
19. Golden times 
20. Cathartic 
22.Sausage 
23. One, two, three, etc. 
24. Spruce 
26. Type of cigar 
30. Designers 
34. Pertaining to the third degree 
35. Turn the other one! 
36. North Chinese Dynasty 
37. Augury 
38.Husband 
39. Biting comment 
40. Alamos, NM 
41. What kind of bird gets worm 
42. Male name meaning spear 
carrier 
43. Dire 
45. Relating to the main trunk of 
'the heart 
46. Computer's __ and bytes 
47. Question 
48. Bundle of wheat 
51. Noggins 
57. Desert plant 
58. 100 square meters 
59. Roman palace 
60. Era 
61. Used to create roofs 
62. Rumors 
63. Present is one 
64.Rude 
65. Winter vehicles 
DOWN 
1. In the 
2. Beige color 
3. National Center for Atmospheric 
Research (acronym) 
4. Drying oil used in varnishes 
5. Fundamental 
6. Type of dress 
?.Israel: Aviv 
8. Montezuma's revenge 
9. Cross in middle of the block 
10.A rat 
11. The original Roseanne 
12. Op of closes 




27. A swelling 
28. More than hefty 
29. Card game 
30. Used to express futurity 
31. Dark complected 
32. __ firma 
33. A prophetess 
35. Sparkle 
38. A handle 
39. Conceal 
41. An imposing structure 
42. Small gas-powered vehicles 
44. Barbed wire barricade 
45. Remains of fire 
47. Bitter . 
48. Ella Fitzgerald specialty 
49. What some frats do 
50. Course in supply and demand 
52. Middle Eastern 
53. True 
54. Stare at 
55. No winner 
56. Lip 
